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Bus Pass Deadline Extended





The impact of the postal strikes has led to the Vale of White Horse District Council extending its deadline for people to sign up for the new national bus pass scheme.





Last month the Vale sent letters to all qualifying residents in the District advising them of changes to the free bus pass scheme. The letter also contained an application form and a request for all residents to send in an accompanying passport style photograph.  However due to the ongoing postal strikes many individuals have not received the letter yet, meaning that the deadline to complete the form and send in a passport photograph has been extended from 10 to 24 August 2007.





The current free local bus pass scheme is due to go nationwide in April next year and will allow  pass holders free off-peak bus travel anywhere within England on local bus services, though the scheme will not include travel on long distance services like National Express.





Under the current scheme, anyone living in the Vale of White Horse over the age of 60 or with a qualifying disability has been able to travel free of charge on buses in the District and the designated towns and hospitals outside the Vale.  





When the nationwide scheme is introduced it will be necessary to have a nationally recognised bus pass, therefore the Government has decided to introduce a standard bus pass throughout England.  





Before the Vale of White Horse District Council can produce the new passes all residents who hold an existing pass need to provide a new photo.





The original deadline of 10 August has now been moved to 24 August to allow for any delays.  








More follows……….
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The new passes will be issued in March next year.  Residents can continue using the existing pass on local services until 31 March 2008. From that point anyone who does not hold the new pass will not be able to travel for free.





For more information about the revised Concessionary Travel Scheme residents are asked to contact the Assisted Travel department on 0845 300 6129.





Copies of the application form can also be downloaded from the Council’s website � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk" ��www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk� and can be emailed along with a digital photograph to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assistedtravelvowh@capita.co.uk" ��assistedtravelvowh@capita.co.uk�. 





Cllr Tony De Vere, Executive Member with Portfolio Responsibility for Finance, said: “The passes have proved more popular than anyone could have imagined.  They have allowed many people to make journeys that in the past they have struggled to afford.  Of course travel by bus is also more environmentally friendly than going by car, so the scheme has added benefits for us all.  Extending the scheme nationally will allow Vale residents the same benefits when they visit friends and relatives or go on holiday elsewhere in England, and will also allow visitors to the Vale the opportunity to explore more of the District.”





Ben Watson, Assisted Travel Co-ordinator, said: “We would like to apologise to any residents who have not yet received the application form and who should have done so.  If they still have not received it by Monday 13 August they should let us know and we will make sure a new one is sent out.  For those residents who have got the form it is very important that they send in their photo by 24 August as it will ensure that their new pass is processed by next April.”








ENDS





Note for Editors:





If you are receiving an emailed version of this release please find attached a list of questions and answers about the new scheme which will be included in the letter to residents.   The Q&As sheet will be included as part of faxed versions.





For more information contact Gavin Walton on 01235 540376























