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The Council also anticipates saving more than £100,000 per annum when the transfer of financial services to private contractors in a joint agreement with South Oxfordshire District Council is completed in August.

Cllr Tony de Vere, Deputy Leader of the Council and Executive Member with portfolio responsibility for finance, said: “In December we said we were faced with a very challenging budget thanks to Government capping.

“The Vale currently charges the eighth lowest council tax charge of the 238 districts in England which is, on the face of it, great news for residents; but it becomes increasingly difficult to manage the budget in these circumstances without reducing services and increasing income.

“The proposals made so far have been with a view to minimising the impact on residents, though we have to accept that any reduction in service is going to impact on the public in some way. 

“At the same time the Council is investing in many priority areas aimed at making life better in the Vale, including affordable housing, improving town centres and contributing to cleaner, greener, safer and healthier communities. The existing bus pass scheme will also be extended to provide a free bus pass for pensioners.”

ENDS

Note to editors

For further information contact: Cllr Tony de Vere 01235 203169

Further details are available on the Initial Budget Proposal document (attached to this fax).




Initial Budget Proposal


The Vale of White Horse District Council is proposing a 4.99 per cent increase in Council Tax charges for the new financial year.





The Executive Initial Budget Proposal, published this week, is only an indication of the budget, as it will not be determined until the Council meets on February 8. The views of residents, staff and members are also being sought prior to any final decision.





A budget requirement of £11.2m is estimated for the financial year 2006/07, after allowing for £3.2m from investment and property income generated by the Vale. The budget requirement is funded by around £6.6m from the Government and the remainder from Council Tax (around £4.5m).





The capital budget proposals include provision for a new Skate park in Abingdon (£60,000); a further £40,000 for the Wantage and Grove Integrated Transport Study; £65,000 for Grove recreation facilities; up to £775,000 to extend the Tilsley Park facilities in Abingdon and as much as £500,000 annually to support the development of social housing in the Vale. 





Savings of £1m per year have been identified as necessary in order to have a sustainable and affordable plan. 





Residents are being consulted through focus groups about possible reductions in service and increased charges. These include selling the Old Gaol in Abingdon to obtain the highest possible receipt; closing cash offices and reducing opening hours of customer service points in Abingdon, Wantage and Faringdon; selling off the Cattle Market car park in Abingdon for housing; reducing standards of landscaping; extending car parking charges for Sundays and evenings; introducing advertising to Vale Views, the residents newsletter; reducing the frequency of A34 litter picking; charging the public for rat control; charging for house/street naming and numbering services; moving the Wantage customer service point to the Civic Hall and increasing charges for the collection of bulky waste.





All these proposals are subject to change, depending on consultation work with the public, staff and members. If there is a shortfall in the cost reductions needed, further savings will have to be identified.











…More follows
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