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Grab your community a grant
More than £100,000 in Community Grants have been handed out to a total of almost 100 groups in the last twelve months in the Vale and more grants are up for grabs soon.
With the next round of awards coming up this summer community groups looking for financial support are being urged by the Vale of White Horse District Council to get their application in.
The Vale has a modest budget for Community Grants but is keen to continue to support projects across the District.  Applications are welcome from community groups, clubs, voluntary organisations and charities which seek to improve the quality of life for those who live in, work in or visit the Vale.  Deadlines for completed applications are in April and May for projects covering a specific area of the Vale, and 30 July for projects that cover the whole District.  
If you miss these deadlines, you will have another chance to apply in the autumn providing you haven’t started work on your project or held your event by the date of the autumn committee for your area.
The grants awarded this month for projects covering the whole of the Vale were as follows:
 
· Oxfordshire Association for the Blind: £3,000 towards running costs of  services for visually impaired residents 

· Oxfordshire Chinese & Community Advice Centre: £2,000 towards running costs for the advice service 

· Wantage Counselling Service: £1,000 towards running costs of the counselling service for Vale residents 

· Ryder Cheshire Volunteers: £1,500 to help Vale residents with physical disabilities to pursue leisure and learning interests of their choice 

· Oxfordshire Rural Education Initiative: £500 towards the cost of employing an Education Link Officer to show Vale school children a working farm and how food is produced 
· Vitalise: £2,250 towards subsidising care breaks for Vale residents with disabilities 

 
To find out more about Community Grants and how to apply for them please visit our website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or contact the Vale’s Community Strategy Officer on 01235 547626.
 
Cllr Tony de Vere, Leader and Executive Member for Community Grants, said: "Community Grants are a vital source of income for many groups throughout the District.  The grants can make a real difference and any group looking for more support should get in touch to see if we are able to help out."
 
ENDS
 
Application deadlines:
	Committee
	Committee date
	Deadline for applications

	North East Area
	8 June
	28 April

	South East Area
	9 June
	29 April

	West Area
	23 June
	13 May

	Abingdon Area
	2 July
	21 May

	Executive 
	2 October
	30 July


 
For more information please contact Gavin Walton on 01235 540376
