Where’s our Sk8 Park?

Things are hotting up for a renewed effort to have a Sk8 park in Faringdon.

Despite efforts in 2004 from a group of enthusiastic campaigners who managed to secure an amount of money for a sk8 park, we still don’t have one!!

A meeting was held at the end of March this year to discuss how we can finally move towards providing the youngsters of Faringdon a much needed facility for their chosen sport. The meeting was well attended by approx 40 people including skaters, parents, representatives of youth workers, the Faringdon Area Project and Thames Valley Police Crime Prevention.  Support for the skatepark was also pledged from the Vale District Council Community Support, who unfortunately, could not attend the meeting.

Views were expressed at the surprise and disappointment at the lack of facilities in Faringdon for the youth, Faringdon was compared with towns like Lechlade, Grove, Stanford in the Vale and Bampton for being able to provide a sk8 park – what’s the problem with Faringdon????

Skateboarding is an energetic sport which requires courage, skill, balance and determination. It’s not for the faint hearted – ever tried standing on a board moving at ten miles per hour and doing tricks at the same time?

It gets our youngsters off the couch from in front of the telly or playstation, gets them out into the fresh air, gives them exercise and an opportunity to have a common healthy interest with their mates. Watch sk8boarders and you’ll notice a good deal of support/encouragement for each other and for younger riders who want to learn.

Who can blame them for skating in the Market Square, Budgens car park or other unsuitable locations when there is no alternative. If we don’t manage to provide a safe, secure, and appropriately located sk8 park the kids will continue to break the by- laws  and we will be criminalising a bunch of kids who just want to sk8.

Lessons have been learnt from the previous campaign. We know that the location of the park is an important issue for all concerned and want to ensure that the park meets all necessary criteria as well as being appropriate for the residents of Faringdon and the skaters.

With this in mind we welcome support or comments from any interested parties, we are particularly interested in anyone with fundraising experience. Please telephone/contact Mandy James on 01367 241904 or e-mail your views on the Faringdon website. For those interested in skateboarding, there will be a skateboarding event during the Faringdon Arts Festival on July 10th.

