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Newsdesks: June 23, 2005
County Council receives £4.5million to help open schools for longer as part of the extended schools programme.

Oxfordshire County Council has received a £4.5m cash boost to provide extended provision for pupils, parents and the local community through networking schools with other partners and providers locally. 

This will include signposting and provision of 8am – 6pm year round child care - with half of all primary schools and a third of all secondary schools doing so by 2008.

Nationally £680 million has been made available, £430 million of which will be routed through local authorities, the rest will go directly to schools.

These funds are to enable networks of schools to develop plans with other partners to start up new provision and signpost existing provision for their students, their families and the local communities. 

This is in addition to funds to develop new childcare provision and to develop Children Centres across the county.

Oxfordshire County Council is developing a ‘Children and Young People Plan’ to ensure that support of different agencies is co-ordinated and targeted to meet the needs of children. 

This funding will help the Council to plan provision and meet gaps, to gain support from strategic partners and to develop sustainable models for our different communities.

By 2010 it is planned that schools, by working with other schools and child care partners, will provide access to 8am – 6pm, year round child care, with half of all primary schools and a third of all secondary schools doing so by 2008. 

It is also planned that schools will offer access, by working with other children’s services and the voluntary sector, to parenting support and family learning opportunities, swift and easy referral to multi-agency support, study support and community use of facilities.’

It is also expected that funds allocated will vary according to levels of deprivation and what services already exist in an area.

Cllr Michael Waine, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for School Improvement, said: “This is an ambitious project that aims to help schools address some of the barriers to children reaching their potential. We are told that it is not about making busy headteachers and teachers even busier. Both they and we will need to be reassured.

“There are many examples of successful practice already across Oxfordshire, where Governing Bodies and Headteachers have pioneered this approach. This gives us an opportunity together to develop a strategic approach to supporting communities across the county, so that the life chances of all young people are enhanced. There are very real questions regarding entitlement across the county especially in our rural areas where transport could present a problem.”

For more information contact Shannon Moore on (01865) 428116.
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