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Apply for a £45,000 grant to build your own playground 
There’s still time for groups to apply for funding to design and build exciting new outdoor play spaces in their local area.
Anyone wanting to apply for a share of £500,000 set aside for a further 11 projects must let Oxfordshire County Council know by 8 February 2010.
The formal deadline for applications is one month later but groups getting in touch to express an interest can get help to put a bid together before the March 8 cut-off date. 

The Play Pathfinder government grant has already funded £800,000 towards developing 17 new projects throughout the county. 

The scheme is aimed primarily at funding projects for the 8-13 year old age group and young people are being encouraged to come up with their own ideas and designs.
No other form of funding required 
Applications are welcomed from local authorities, social clubs, residents and community associations and other voluntary groups. There is no requirement to match the funding for proposed projects.
Groups only have to come up with basic plans for their project in order to apply for a Playbuilder grant. More detailed plans can be produced once a grant has been awarded.
The independent awards panel will be looking for applications which demonstrate the need for a play space and children and where young people have been involved with the application process. 

Applicants also have to show that the project and finances can be properly managed and most importantly that there are some good ideas.
Councillor Louise Chapman, Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families, said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for young people to come up with their own ideas for their own projects. They know what they want to do in their free time, so let us know and we can try and help turn their ideas into reality.”

Howie Watkins, Play Pathfinder Manager said: “We have introduced the February deadline to ensure that even groups that get in touch late in the day still have a month of targeted support from the Playbuilder Grant Co-ordinator before they have to submit their application.”
Anyone interested in applying for a grant should contact Howie Watkins on 01865 323990 or howie.watkins@oxfordshire.gov.uk
