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Newsdesks: September 16, 2005
Pavements are for people say Pedestrian Association and County Council

Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Team has produced stickers which can be stuck onto the windscreen of vehicles that park on pavements – reminding drivers it is an offence to do so. 

 

The stickers can be requested by anyone with this problem in their locality and have been jointly funded by Thames Valley Police, Oxfordshire County Council, Oxford City Council and The Vale of White Horse, West Oxfordshire & South Oxfordshire District Councils’ Community Safety Teams.

The scheme also has the backing of the Oxford Pedestrian Association which has long campaigned on this issue.

 

Julie Jones, Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Officer, said: “The stickers empower people to do something but we are asking that they be used only where they obstruct the footpath”

 

The stickers meet some of the targets identified by Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) & Community Safety, which aim to tackle issues such as crime and other forms of anti-social behaviour (causing harassment alarm or distress) which detract from the quality of life. 

 

Michael Lynch, Police Inspector for Oxfordshire, said: “Thames Valley Police fully supports this campaign. Every car parked illegally on a pavement means a pedestrian may have to walk in the road and increase the chance of an injury accident” 
 
Helping to launch the stickers on Monday, September 19 will be members of Oxford Pedestrian Association (OxPA), who will be using them to remind drivers near Iffley Road that not only is it and offence but also anti-social behaviour, putting lives at risk.

 

Corine Grimley Evans, member of OxPA, said: “Having to go out into the road to get round a badly parked car greatly increases the risk of injury for more vulnerable road users, especially elderly, disabled people, people with children/pushchairs or wheelchairs and can be a real deterrent for less mobile people.” 
 

Councillor David Robertson, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport said: “Kerbs and footways are not constructed to bear the weight of vehicles, and the resulting damage is yet another hazard for the unwary pedestrians - as well as being a constant drain on County Council Highway funds.”

 

Anyone wanting stickers can either contact their District Council or Julie Jones at Oxfordshire County Council. (contact details below)

 

 

Note to editor

 

There are a number of permitted sites (in Oxford & Headington in particular) where vehicles can park park on the pavement but will be clearly marked with white painted parking ‘boxes’ (similar to disabled bay markings.) The main difference being the box will be half on road and half of the box will be on the pavement.  

 

They are at sites where there has been a high demand for parking and there is not enough space elsewhere (no driveway or 2 car family etc)  The reason the sites have been deemed as suitable is due to the fact that they have very wide footpaths and, even with the parking box/half of a vehicle on the pavement, there is still enough room to leave the statutory width footpath available for pedestrians. 
 

Ends

 

Contact: 
Julie Jones, Road Safety Officer, Oxfordshire County Council, on 01865 321682 or 07769 915856
Or
Michael Lynch, Thames Valley Police Inspector for Oxfordshire, on 01295 754704
 
Photo & interview opportunity
10am Monday 19th September 2005 at Aston Street at j/w Iffley Road, Oxford. Picture of Wheelchair user & other members of Oxford Pedestrian Association, Thames Valley Police Inspector, Road Safety Officer & local County Councillors.
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