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Newsdesks: December 2, 2005
Are parish councils looking a gift horse in the mouth? 

Parish Councils across Oxfordshire have largely failed to take the chance to bid for £2,000 to benefit the community and create a vision of the perfect parish.

A total of £20,000 was made available earlier this year from the Government for the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council to distribute. Individual bids of up to £2,000 were invited.

However only £8,000 has so far been awarded and £12,000 remains unclaimed.

A second invite is now being sent out by the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council to get parishes to bid for the money.

The money helps fund the setting up of a Parish Action Plan, which can be used to influence councils, service providers and potential funders as well as motivate new volunteers.

The money is a short term investment to reap further long term dividends by setting a Parish Council to succeed better with its visions.

Anton Nath from the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council said: “At the moment it seems that parishes are looking a gift horse in the mouth and that is a slight surprise.

“I hope that more will see the short and long term benefits of this scheme and look in to the possibilities further. I look forward to hearing from more parishes in due course.”

To request an application form contact Anton Nath by email at anton.nath@oxonrcc.org.uk or by telephone on 01865 883488.
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