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Flag raising heralds 2012 countdown launch
 
The Vale of White Horse will join dozens of other Districts throughout the country by marking the launch of the countdown to the 2012 Olympic Games on 24 August.
 
The event, which coincides with the closing ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Games, will culminate with the raising of the Olympic flag and a human formation of the iconic Olympic rings and “2012” on White Horse Hill, Uffington.
 
Vale residents are being encouraged to come along to White Horse Hill at 1.45pm to be part of a “human Olympic rings” symbol on the side of the hill and join in with the Olympic spirit.

 
Proceedings will begin at the Vale of White Horse District Council’s headquarters Abbey House at 12.00 noon when Vale Chairman, Cllr Alison Rooke, will hand the flag over to the Scouts of the Vale.  The flag will then be taken to the Ridgeway from where the scouts will carry it on a sponsored walk to the top of White Horse Hill, Uffington.  It will be raised at the exact moment the Olympic flag is passed to Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, in Beijing.
 
During the flag raising people from throughout the Vale will create a human formation of the Olympic rings and “2012”.  The moment will then be captured via aerial photography.
 
The Olympic flag will be carried to the top of White Horse Hill by representatives of the Vale’s Scouts as part of a sponsored walk to raise money for the official Chairman’s Charities, Help for Heroes and the Wantage and Abingdon Community Hospitals´ Leagues of Friends.
 
Vale Council Chairman Cllr Alison Rooke, said: “We hope that this will be a fantastic event which will get the whole of the Vale community involved in celebrating the start of the countdown to London 2012.  It would be great to see as many people as possible at White Horse Hill to join the flag raising and make it a real community event.”
 
If you would like to sponsor the Scouts for their sponsored walk in support of the Chairman’s Charities please email chairman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
