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Newsdesks: October 14, 2005
More Cash to tackle ‘School Run’
 
Schools that produce good School Travel Plans can win funding for measures to help encourage parents and pupils to find alternatives to the car for the ‘school run’. 
 
In the previous two years, 76 schools in Oxfordshire have been awarded almost £440,000 from the Government’s Small Capital Grants Scheme. 

The scheme, which is now entering its third year, was set up to provide funding for schools to enable and encourage sustainable travel on the journey to school.
 
The County Council’s Travel Plans Development Team, which manages the scheme, is again inviting all maintained schools in Oxfordshire to participate. 
 
To qualify for a grant, schools need to have a School Travel Plan in place by March 2006, which meets the Government’s assessment criteria and has been approved by the Travel Plans Development Team.  
 
How much money schools get will depend on school size and pupil numbers, but approximately £5,000 and £10,000 are available to primary and secondary schools respectively.  
 
The cash can be spent on on-site measures such as cycle racks or covered waiting areas for parents. The Travel Plans Development Team has secured favourable prices for the purchasing of such items by schools who receive the grant.
 
The closing date for applications is Friday 16th December 2005, but schools are being encouraged to send in their School Travel Plan (STP) as soon as possible. Grants to qualifying schools will be made available from July 2006.  
 
County Councillor, David Robertson, Cabinet Member for Transport, said: “It is great that this Central Government funding is still available for improving facilities to encourage sustainable travel. New modern, secure cycle racks are just one way of encouraging pupils to cycle to school.” 
 
For further information on what needs to be included in your STP, contact the Travel Plans Development Team on 01865 815839.
 
ENDS
 
Contacts:
Melissa Goodacre, Senior Transport Planner, Oxfordshire County Council on 01865 810474
Mark Sutherland, Assistant Transport Planner, Oxfordshire County Council on 01865 815839
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