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Explore ‘behind the scenes’ of Oxfordshire’s Museums

Oxfordshire County Council’s Museum Service is inviting people to its third open day this year where they can explore its behind the scenes heritage collections.

The Museums Resource Centre in Standlake, where many exhibitions are created in partnership with Museums across the county is opening its doors on Wednesday, June 1.

Visitors will be able to tour the centre and view collections from all over Oxfordshire dating from 1650 to the present day.

The centre is home to many historical objects and treasures which are carefully researched, recorded and conserved so that they are preserved for future generations.

Among the highlights are rare treasures discovered by local people with metal detectors – there are also collections of old carts and farm wagons dating from the 19th century, local paintings and findings such as pottery and bones discovered on archaeological digs.

County Council Museums Resource Manager, Jamie Everitt, said: “We are encouraging people to come along to the open day, watch conservators as they work, talk to curators and see how rare objects are logged and preserved.” 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Health and Community Services, Councillor Don Seale, said: “The event is about making the museums collections which are currently not on display more accessible. I’m sure visitors will enjoy exploring behind the scenes of Oxfordshire’s museums.”

The tours begin at 11am and 2pm and entry is free. To book a place contact 01865 300972

END

For further information, please contact Jamie Everitt on 01865 300972

Notes to Editors

1. Photograph is attached of Museum technician Raymond Evans preparing a doll's high chair for display
2. Dates and times of open days:

1 June - 6 July - 3 August - 7 September - 5 October - 2 November

Tours begin at 11am and 2pm and last for approximately 1½ hours.
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