Museum shows Churchill's local soldiering past 

A revered Woodstock-born British war leader who maintained strong county military links throughout his illustrious political career is the topic of a new exhibition at the town's Oxfordshire Museum.
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust's exhibition - Winston Churchill, Oxfordshire Hussar, 1901-1965 - chronicles the former Prime Minister's lesser known role in the Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars, part of the Imperial Yeomanry, which he joined following his retirement from the regular army.
The exhibition includes photographs, books and replica documents illustrating Churchill's role within the regiment and a dispatch case which he used when he was a minister. Some of the items on show have never before been shown publically. 
In April 1905 Churchill was promoted to major and appointed to command of the Henley Squadron of the regiment. He was a staunch supporter of the regiment for the rest of his life, serving with them until the First World War - even whilst busy as a minister - and was its Honorary Colonel until the time of his death in 1965.
Freedom of Banbury 

Churchill left detailed instructions for his funeral, which included the regiment marching immediately in front of his coffin at his state funeral. The Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars celebrated its bi-centenary in 1998 by being granted the Freedom of Banbury. 
The one-year exhibition opens at the Oxfordshire County Council-run museum in Park Street on Saturday, September 26. Entry is free. 
Fascinating insight 

Councillor Judith Heathcoat, Oxfordshire County Council's Cabinet Member for Safer and Stronger Communities, said: "This exhibition promises to be a fascinating insight into a lesser known side of one of the icons of recent British history. I am sure that it will prove interesting for people of all ages."
The museum is open 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Saturday and 2pm to 5pm on Sundays. 
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