Vale workshops help pupils learn litter lessons
 
Young people throughout the Vale have been receiving guidance in how they can help efforts to reduce litter, thanks to the Vale of White Horse District Council and the Northmoor Trust’s Wild Waste Show.
 
Vale Environment Warden Colin Marshall along with Gemma Smith from Wild Waste Show have visited three schools in the last two weeks to run a series of workshops and assemblies about littering and its consequences.
 
The workshops at King Alfred’s School, Faringdon Community College and Fitzharrys School, highlighted; how much litter is generated, the cost of clearing it up, the different types of litter, and the effect it has on the environment and the community.  The workshop also helped to reinforce the message that littering is against the law.
 
During the workshops and assemblies, which have so far seen more than 1000 take part, students were also given the opportunity to have a go at the “chewing gum challenge” to help decide the best ways of combating litter.
 
Vale Environment Warden, Colin Marshall, said:  “The workshops are a fantastic way for kids in the Vale to find out about the consequences of littering.  Hopefully the lessons they learnt about littering in the sessions will stay with them for the rest of their lives and will help to reduce problem of litter in the future.”
 
Gemma Smith from the Wild Waste Show, said: “All the pupils were very responsive. Most realised that littering was a problem but didn’t understand the long term problems it can cause or the positive impact they can have by just binning their waste.” 
 
Vale of White Horse District Councillor Richard Webber, Executive Member with Portfolio Responsibility for Environmental Health, said: “It is very important that our whole community gets the right message about litter and its consequences.  Finding ways to engage with young people such as this, will we hope, encourage them to help keep the Vale clean now and develop their role as guardians of our future environment”
 
The Wild Waste Show outreach programme delivers interactive workshops and assemblies to both primary and secondary schools in Oxfordshire, and can also offer help and advice to any schools working towards their eco-schools award. The project is funded by all the District Councils in the county and Oxford County Council. Any school in the Vale that is interested in working with the Wild Waste Show should contact Gemma Smith on 01865 409404.
 
If you are a teacher interested in holding a litter pick around school grounds please contact the Vale’s Environment Warden Colin Marshall on 01235 520202.
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