Communities encouraged to apply for grants
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council is encouraging groups throughout the District who are looking for financial support to apply for Community Grants this summer.
 
More than £14,000 in grants were handed out to a total of nine groups in June and July, and with the next round of awards coming up in October and November officers are urging groups to get in touch.
 
The Vale has a modest budget for Community Grants but is keen to support more projects across the District.  Applications are welcome from community groups, clubs, voluntary organisations and charities which seek to improve the quality of life for those who live in, work in or visit the Vale.  
 
Grants awarded in June and July were awarded as follows:
 
-          Appleton with Eaton Parish Council, has been awarded £4,500 to allow them to carry out urgent health and safety work to their village hall.  The money will also be used to enhance the hall and carry out work that should reduce future maintenance costs.
 
-          Appleton Sportsfield, has been awarded a £1,000 grant to help pay for a secure storage facility to keep maintenance equipment.  The grant means that equipment at this community facility can now be stored safely when not being.used.
 
-          The Friends of All Saints Church, Wytham, was awarded a grant of £500 towards the staging of a theatrical event that aims to engage residents in village life to help develop a community spirit in the area.
 
-          Challow & Childrey Cricket Club, has been granted £1,000 towards the refurbishing and upgrading of its synthetic pitch.  The upgraded facility will provide the Sport England accredited club’s members with a better and safer environment to play and practice on.                             
-          Blewbury Pre-school Playgroup, received £2,500 towards the cost of replacing an old boiler with a new more energy efficient one which will help the Playgroup to reduce its energy consumption and therefore save money.
 
-          Wantage Music Festival, was given £500 towards the cost of running the five-day event which was held between 16 and 20 July.  The annual festival encourages a love of music in people of all ages as well as helping to develop and perfect musical skills.
 
-          Buckland Memorial Hall Committee, has been awarded £3,000 to help with the cost of re-roofing part of their hall.  The re-roofing is part of a larger renovation project at the hall which is an important and valued facility for the community.
-           
-          Abingdon Pubwatch, has been awarded £500 towards the cost of  
setting up a website to help improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Pubwatch Scheme, which works to create a safer and more pleasant environment in the town’s pubs.
 
-          MG Car Club, Abingdon, was awarded £500 towards the cost of an exhibition in Abingdon Museum featuring the town’s links with the MG car throughout its history.
 
Cllr Mary de Vere, Executive Member with Portfolio Responsibility for Community Grants, said: “Community Grants are a vital source of income for many groups throughout the Vale, and many projects and events would not take place without this support.  I urge any group looking for more support to get in touch.  As you can tell from the grants handed out in June and July, the grants can make a real difference.”
 
If you would like further information on community grants , including deadlines for applications and the application form, please visit the Vale’s website  www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or contact the Community Strategy Team on 01235 520202.
 
ENDS
 
Notes for editors:
 
Groups seeking a Community Grant from the District Council should also apply to their town or parish council for additional financial support and seek advice on other possible sources of funding from Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (Tel: 01865 251946) which provides this service on behalf of the Council.  
 
The District Council’s Community Grants are awarded by four Area Committees, one for each area of the Vale.  If an application is for a project, event or service which covers the whole of the Vale it is determined by the Executive.  The deadlines for applications to be received are:
 
South East Area:  3 September
Executive: 5 September
North East Area:  8 September
Abingdon Area: 25 September
West Area: 1 October
 
 
For more information please contact Gavin Walton on 01235 540376
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