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Newsdesks: September 16, 2005
Tragic gadgets survey highlighted by Oxfordshire waste managers

Waste managers at Oxfordshire County Council have expressed dismay after a national survey revealed people in the UK spend £9million per year on gadgets they never use.

Bread-makers, coffee machines and electric knives are among the items that took prominence in the survey, undertaken by esure.com.

Sandwich toasters and bathroom scales are among other gifts that are often bought for people that never get used.

The survey predicts that ice cream makers and juicers will be next year’s white elephants.

Katie Zabel, Oxfordshire County Council’s Waste Reduction Officer, said: “We were dismayed but not surprised by this survey.

“It is symptomatic of the society we will live in that such gadgets arrive on the scene in a blaze of advertising and publicity only to end up in someone’s loft, or worse; their rubbish bin, when the novelty has worn off.

“The trouble is that valuable resources go in to making these gadgets. Many items are actually lucky to be used at all! This doesn’t just apply to white goods; how many clothes and shoes do you have in your wardrobe that you don’t actually wear? 

“We’d like to encourage people to have such items recycled or reused, or preferably to think twice about buying them in the first place.

“We are strongly encouraging people to think about what they buy. Oxfordshire residents are among the best in the country at recycling. However recycling becomes less necessary if we are shrewd about the things we buy in the first place.”

Good quality but unwanted clothes, books, shoes, presents and electrical items can be donated to charity shops to be reused. Alternatively these items can be recycled at any of the eight recycling centres around the County. To find out about your nearest recycling centre, call 08450 50 45 50.

Councillor Roger Belson, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development, said: “We live in an ever wasteful society, but if we all gave a bit more thought to the things we bought, we could reduce much of this waste. We could also help close the loop by buying recycled or reuse items, which not only saves money, but also valuable resources. Many shops are stocking products made from reusable, recycled and recyclable materials from tissues to jewellery.”

For more information contact Katie Zabel on 01865 815908.
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