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Newsdesks: December 2, 2005
Free parking in time for Christmas – and a yuletide park and ride reminder!

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet is to keep to its pledge to introduce free on street parking at certain times in Oxford City Centre.

From December 1 there will be no charge for parking after 6.30pm with no limit on the period of stay. Charges will remain in place at existing levels between 8am and 6.30pm on Monday to Saturday.

Meanwhile there will be no charge at all on Sundays although a maximum stay of either one or two hours will be retained in order to protect parking for visitors and shoppers to the city during the day-time.  The new arrangement is for a six-month trial period.

Oxfordshire County Council’s two park and ride sites, at Water Eaton and Thornhill, are free of charge and perfect for Christmas shoppers to have a stress free day out buying gifts.  

Buses from Thornhill run seven days a week, and from Water Eaton from Monday to Saturday.

Press photographers and reporters are welcome to attend a picture opportunity at 1pm on November 30 at St Giles, just south of Little Clarendon Street near the Royal Bank of Scotland.

Cllr David Robertson, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport, said: “Christmas shoppers this year have a whole different set of possibilities in terms of how to get in and out of Oxford.

“They have real choice about how they go about their day and some of the previous extra costs have been removed.

“The County Council’s Cabinet has said from the outset that it wanted to make these changes. We didn’t want to rush in and make changes only to discover that some things didn’t do the job we wanted.

“That is why we have opted for a six-month trial period for on street parking in Oxford. We will closely monitor the situation as we go along and come to a judgement towards the end of the six months. 

“I look forward to seeing what happens and in the meantime I hope everyone will have a stress free Christmas when travelling to and from Oxford.”
Information advising motorists of the maximum time allowed in each area will be displayed within the information panel on the front of the pay and display machines.

It is important that people note that they must still display a ticket on Sunday daytimes – the machines will issue this free of charge.

During the six-month trial period a number of issues will be assessed to see whether it is viable to make the changes permanent.

These include parking activity, queuing/waiting for parking spaces, traffic volumes in surrounding streets and ease of enforcement with existing staff.

The views of retailers, the parking public, the public generally and residents in specific streets will also be taken into consideration.

For more information contact Cllr David Robertson on 07721 787771.
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