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PRESS RELEASE 

Faringdon & Villages to host Weekend Seminar

The Faringdon Area Project (FAP), together with the European Council of Villages and Small Towns (ECOVAST), have been jointly working on a weekend seminar to be held in Faringdon. 

The weekend seminar is co-initiated by

· ECOVAST

· ERU – European Rural University

· SEEDA – South East England Development Agency

· FAP

· Faringdon Town Council

· AMT – Action for Market Towns

The seminar is to draw in leading figures in European, national and regional authorities who will meet a variety of community initiatives in and around Faringdon. 

Small towns, and particularly market towns such as Faringdon, are the interface between the rural and urban worlds. Their role in serving the surrounding area has been changed, and in some cases weakened, by the centralisation of some services in larger towns and by the growth of supermarkets, industrial estates and science parks. Some towns have found that their historic centres have lost vitality or been disfigured by traffic or by brash development. But they remain significant centres of local life. They offer an attractive setting for people and businesses that want to move out of the cities. They can be the focus of the new ‘localness’ that many people yearn for, as expressed in social and cultural life, local trade, local food, local energy supplies.


The seminar will use Faringdon, and the efforts to revitalise it, as a means to focus on small and market towns generally; and to explore the action which can be taken by local communities, with support from outside agencies, to revive the vitality of all such towns. 


For further information regarding the seminar or FAP, contact info@fap.org.uk. Details of the seminar can be found at www.towns.org.uk/eventmaster/t_eventinfo.php?refnum=135
