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A year on patrol for Vale’s Environment Wardens 
 
From fly-tipping to dog fouling, and from littering to grot spots the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Environment Wardens have tackled it all in their first year on patrol.
 
Environment Wardens Colin Marshall and Sadie Broadbridge were appointed to the role in June 2007 as part of a major drive by the Vale to tackle environmental crime such as fly-tipping and littering. 
 
The Wardens, who have the power to fine anyone caught committing an “envirocrime”, have in past year issued just under 100 fixed penalty notices to people for dropping litter, including those seen dropping cigarette butts on the floor and individuals who failed to clear up dog mess.  They have also been involved in two successful fly-tipping prosecutions.
 
As well as issuing fixed penalty notices, Colin and Sadie have also provided support and educational advice to communities and schools throughout the District who are experiencing environmental problems, this has included the Faringdon Foulers dog fouling campaign, and running an “Eco day” at Fitzharrys School to help educate the pupils how to be responsible for their litter. 
 
Colin and Sadie’s achievements in the past year include:
 
       Organising the litter pick groups within the Vale, including more than 40 groups to help make the Vale a cleaner place to live in. 
       Issuing around 100 Fixed Penalty Tickets since July last year – including a prominently featured newspaper story involving an woman in Abingdon. 
       Running a campaign warning motorists that dropping litter from your car may also result in a fine.  30 Fixed Penalty Notices have been issued for this offence. 
       Using education and enforcement to assist Harwell Parish Council in cleaning up the recreational grounds. 
       Clearing up a beauty spot in Abingdon which had been littered by a homeless man. 
       Successfully prosecuting a local driveway company for fly-tipping and failing have a registered waste carrier’s licence. 
       Running the “Faringdon Foulers” campaign to help clear the hot spot areas in Faringdon of dog faeces. 
       Investigating fly tipping cases with four FPNs issued, two prosecutions, three pending court appearances, two cautions and numerous warning letters issued. 
       Targeting grot spot areas within the Vale, to help improve the environment. 
       Dealing with barking dog complaints and responsible dog ownership issues.  
       Investigating Business Trade waste licenses to ensure compliance with the law. 
       Deploying special CCTV equipment to assist investigations into fly-tipping. 
       Organising the Big Tidy Up campaign for this autumn in association with ENCAMS Keep Britain Tidy.
 
David Stevens, the Vale’s Deputy Director for Environmental Health, said: “Colin and Sadie have begun to make a real difference to the way people think about the environment in the District, and hopefully with their continued support to the Vale’s schools in educating young people about litter and envirocrimes the District will continue to improve.”
 
Cllr Richard Webber, Executive Member with Portfolio Responsibility for Environmental Health, said: “Having the Environment Wardens is a real benefit for the District, however people should remember that this is their Vale and ultimately they should take responsibility for making sure litter is put in a bin or recycling box and not left for someone else to clear up.”
 
Environment Warden Colin Marshall, said: “We are committed to tackling and enforcing “envirocrimes” – including fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.  If you see someone committing an offence it is important that you report it so we can try to stop it happening again.”
 
Envirocrimes can reported by going to www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or by contacting Colin or Sadie on 01235 520202.
