New electronic signage for roads in to Oxford 
25/4/08

Troubleshooting electronic message signs, similar to those that operate on motorways up and down Britain, are to be erected at key points on roads on the way in to Oxford.
Oxfordshire County Council's Cabinet Member for Transport, Councillor Ian Hudspeth, has today given the go-ahead for the signs to be put in place. They will be brought into operation during spring 2009.
Initially it is planned that the signs will give motorists advanced warning of roadworks, incidents and when park and ride and the Westgate car parks are full. Later, they will be used to display information such as journey time to the city centre by bus, journey time to the next park and ride car park if the first choice is full and routes with abnormally high congestion.
Where will the signs be located? 

There will be six signs placed at the following locations 

· On the A40 just before the Eynsham roundabout 

· On the A44 south of Yarnton 

· On the A40 just before the Wolvercote Roundabout 

· On the A420 at the Cumnor slip road. 

· On the A4074 near the Sanford on Thames turn 

· On the A40 near Thornhill Park and Ride. 

What about the A34? 

The Highways Agency is responsible for the A34 rather than Oxfordshire County Council. However, county council officers are in discussions about such signs being introduced on the A34 in future years.
The scheme will cost £480,000, a total of £350,000 of this will come from developer contributions made as part of the deal for the expanded Westgate Centre.
Steve Howell, Head of Transport at Oxfordshire County Council, said: "Congestion is a modern curse that plagues towns and cities up and down the country. Oxford is no different and this is one way in which we can help ease the flow of traffic on a daily basis.
"Information will help people make early choices about how to conduct their journey. I look forward immensely to seeing these new signs in operation."
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