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New areas of Oxfordshire open to the public for the first time from Monday

New rights to walk on access land without having to stay on paths begin across parts of Oxfordshire on Monday, October 31.

People living and visiting Oxfordshire will have almost 1,400 hectares of land across which they can walk, ramble, run, explore, climb, and watch wildlife as they are given the freedom to access land. 

The new areas to be opened are 15 separate areas of chalk downland access land totalling approximately 500 hectares. In addition, the new access rights will apply to registered common land – around 30 large areas plus 20-30 smaller sites totalling approx 860 hectares.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service is working with land managers and the Countryside Agency to make access to this land easier through a two-year programme of improvement works and signage.  

The council has surveyed all the areas of access land and is waiting for the Countryside Agency’s approval and funding so that works can proceed as soon as possible – with the chalk grassland areas being top priority.

Cllr Roger Belson, Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development said: “These areas of land will offer walkers the opportunity to enjoy land without having to keep to paths. By working with land managers we hope that access to these areas is made much more enjoyable.”

“There is a need for all of us to use this land responsibly as the countryside is a workplace and a  home for some people. 

“These areas of land are havens for wildlife as well as being great places to walk. Walkers and visitors should follow the Countryside Code and signs and keep their dogs under control and on a lead when there are livestock present. They should also find out about any restrictions on access which may be in place.” 

The new areas of access land will be legally available under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  
For further information on the new access rights, local restrictions, the Countryside Code and to view maps of access land, call the Countryside Agency's helpline on 0845 100 3298 or click on their website www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk. 
For more information contact Paul Harris, Oxfordshire County Council Strategic Countryside Access Officer via the Countryside Service office on 01865 810226.
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