Public launch of children's rights website 

A website that gives children and young people a voice and a chance to find out more about their rights is set for a grand public launch at County Hall in Oxford.
www.BigVoiceOxfordshire.com is choc full of information about how people from birth to the age of 21 can get involved in all manner of decision making processes across the county and how they can have a hand in improving the services that they use. 
The site is co-ordinated by Oxfordshire County Council's Participation and Play team, staff from who will join children and young people involved in its development and members of the Children Trust Board at the 12.15pm launch on Friday, November 14.
£5,000 funding injection 

The fun will include the cutting of a BigVoice ribbon with giant scissors by Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families Louise Chapman to celebrate the county council's £5,000 funding injection into the website.
BigVoice is closely linked with the Oxfordshire County Council-run youth website www.spired.com. 
James Harrison, one of the young people involved, said: "BigVoice is the best way that I have heard of that allows children and young people to find out their rights and I think that we need to take it forward and shout it out."
The 15-year-old, who attends St Birinus School in Didcot, added: "I have really enjoyed being part of such an important team and hope this is the first stepping stone to get the word out to children and young people that they do have rights." 
Empowering young people 

Oxfordshire County Council Children's Rights and Involvement Co-Ordinator Zoe Elford said: "We are hoping the BigVoice will empower children and young people to get involved in what affects them for their own benefit.
"Many people of that age are not aware of what rights they have. That should change if people click onto BigVoice and explore all the information that the site offers." 
Notes to editors 

            The media is invited to attend for photographs and interviews with the young people. 
            Please contact Zoe Elford on 01865 256681 or 07825105457 for more information.
