Oxfordshire Shoppers Urged to Back Town Events At "Crucial Time" 

Shoppers across Oxfordshire are being urged to make the most of the "special atmosphere" in their local town centre this Christmas.

The Oxfordshire Town Chambers Network (OTCN), which links 17 town chambers and business groups in the county, is encouraging as many people as possible to support this year's local Christmas Lights switch on events. 

There are events in towns across Oxfordshire between Thursday 23 November and 7 December. OTCN has compiled a unique online guide, with details of switch on events and activities on its website at www.otcn.co.uk, and is asking people to give their local traders a big show of support.

OTCN Director John Naish says: "Christmas is always a crucial time for traders and a huge amount of effort goes into organising these local events and activities, often in partnership with councils and other voluntary groups. Alongside the regional and national chains there are a host of smaller independent traders in our towns with great ideas for unusual gifts for your friends and family. There's also something very special about the atmosphere of shopping at this time of year. It would be great if as many people as possible could check out the dates and get along and support their town centres."

The Network believes this is a very good time to promote its shop locally message, with so much comment on climate change and the issues of reducing long distance travel and food miles. John Naish says: "There's more and more talk about the benefits to the environment of buying local produce and cutting back on the distances we travel to shop - our local town centres have a big part to play in that and we need to use them as much as we can."

Faringdon Chamber's Tara Strowger says: "Faringdon's Christmas lights will be switched on in the early evening of Saturday 2 December, after a carol service run by our local Churches. Why not arrive early and take the opportunity to look around the Market Place with its local shops, Craft Fair and Santa's Grotto, run by the local Rotarians."
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