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Newsdesks: July 7, 2005
Abingdon improvements given the green light

A £3.1m scheme aimed at making Abingdon town centre a more attractive place for shoppers, visitors and businesses is a step nearer to beginning.

Oxfordshire County Council’s cabinet has today given the go ahead for phase one of the Abingdon Integrated Transport Strategy that will see changes to the way traffic flows around the town centre.

The Council has also approved outline costs for the next four years for the provision of phase two of the scheme, which will see changes to Stert Street and High Street and associated environmental enhancements. 

The traffic changes that will now go ahead involve the creation of signal controlled ‘gateways’ on Bridge Street, The Vineyard and Ock Street to regulate the traffic flow on the town roads.  Stratton Way will become  two way to aid the removal of unnecessary traffic passing along Stert Street and High Street. 

The Council is working together with the District and Town Council to agree a general environmental enhancement to the Town centre aimed at improving pedestrian facilities on High Street and Stert Street with widening of pavements and the use of better quality materials.

Other measures incorporated in the scheme include the provision of bus waiting facilities in Stratton Way to reduce congestion in High Street, the introduction of a 20mph zone on Stert Street, High Street, Bridge Street approach and the St Helens wharf area and loading restrictions on High Street and Stert Street with loading bay restrictions to service existing businesses.

Cllr David Robertson, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport, said: “There has been an immense amount of consultation with local people and lots of discussion. This way forward will hopefully make real improvements to what is already an attractive and historic town. I look forward to seeing these improvements beginning.” 

For more information contact Cllr David Robertson on 07721 787771.
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