June 2009

Vale urges action on Swindon housing plan
 
Plans to build more than 12,000 houses on the Vale’s border will have a major impact on surrounding Oxfordshire roads and villages unless further action is taken, planners have warned.
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council has urged Swindon Borough Council to commit to further work to reduce the impact of the planned Eastern Development Area, in particular on the village of Bourton and the A420.
 
Swindon Borough Council identified a site east of the A419 to build 12,000 homes as part of its Local Development Framework – a document identifying where homes, businesses and leisure facilities can be built in the future. 
 
Swindon has now published a draft supplementary planning document (SPD) which gives further details about the proposal.
 
The Vale Council is very concerned about the impact such a development would have on the rural communities in the west of the district and has asked for a clear statement on how this impact will be addressed.
 
Councillors and planning officers at the Vale are concerned that nothing has been done to assess the impact on the A420, a major route in the district and has urged Swindon to address this issue.
 
Of particular concern is that although there are plans for green space, to act as a buffer between the new development and existing villages, it is not within the boundary of the Eastern Development Area which will lead to complications of ownership and responsibility. The Vale has also demanded woodland planting between the development and Bourton.
 
Cllr Mary de Vere, Executive Member for planning, said: “There are important issues that have not been given proper consideration for a development of this size. I would urge Swindon Borough Council to consider what we have said as it is in everyone’s interests that this development is properly thought out.”
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For more information contact Nikki Malin in the communications team on 01235 540376
