Licensees encouraged to tell cigarette litterers to “Butt out”
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council is appealing to pub landlords and bar managers to help reduce cigarette litter outside their venues.
 
The Vale’s Environment Wardens Colin Marshall and Sadie Broadbridge have written to most licensees throughout the District asking for their assistance in tackling the problem. 
 
They have also provided a pack containing advice and practical ideas on how to reduce smoking related litter, as well as posters warning people that they could face an on the spot fine if caught discarding their cigarette butts on the street.
 
The move comes after it was revealed that there has been a sizeable increase in the amount of cigarette butts discarded on streets and pavements following the introduction of the smoking ban, and that smoking related rubbish is now the UK’s biggest litter problem.
 
Cigarette litter affects nearly three quarters of streets in the United Kingdom, and since the Vale’s Environment Wardens started work in July 2007 more than 75 people have received a £75 on the spot fine after they were caught dropping cigarette butts in the street.
 
The Vale continues to take action against anyone who is seen dropping litter, including cigarette butts.  However, where a venue appears to have a persistent litter problem they can be issued with a “Street Litter Control Notice” which would make them responsible for keeping the area outside their premises litter free.
 
Vale Environment Warden, Sadie Broadbridge, said: “Most premises in the District, although unfortunately not all, have taken steps to deal with this problem, realising the possible harm to their reputation of having piles of cigarette butts outside their business.
 
“In many cases the problem can easily be tackled by providing cigarette bins or pocket ashtrays for customers or off duty staff. It might also be helpful to display posters, for example in the entrance windows, smoking areas and toilets, reminding people not to drop cigarette litter and about the consequences if they do.” 
 
Environment Warden, Colin Marshall, added: “We really hope that all licensees will help us to tackle this problem.  The pack we have sent out contains plenty of practical ideas on how to prevent smoking related litter being left in the street which I am sure landlords and managers will find very useful.
 
If you are licensee who would like further assistance in trying to prevent cigarette litter from outside your venue, or have not yet received a pack and would like a copy please email the Colin or Sadie at environmental.protection@whitehorsedc.gov.uk, or call 01235 520202. 
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