Plans provide boost for Faringdon and Wantage

Sept 2010
The renovation of Folly Tower, a new skate park and improvements to shop fronts are just some of the projects set to go ahead after plans to help improve the vitality of Faringdon and Wantage town centres were approved.
The Faringdon and Wantage Strategy and Action Plan supports the Vale of White Horse District Council’s aim to “support a vibrant economy” and “work in partnership to sustain vibrant market towns” and was officially adopted at a meeting of the Vale’s Executive on Friday 3 September following a public consultation earlier this summer.
The strategy focuses on key issues such as tourism and economic development, shopping, access, cleanliness and safety; it also highlights the role played by the existing Joint Economic Forums for both towns, recommending they play a key role in preparing, co-ordinating, monitoring and reviewing the economic development plans for the towns.  
Plans given approval include specific actions for both Faringdon and Wantage as well as ideas based in the wider district which are likely to benefit the two towns.
Plans approved for Faringdon include: the renovation of Folly Tower, building a new skate park, providing walking and cycling route cards, and promoting and raising funds for events and festivals.
Plans specifically for Wantage include: the allocation of grant funding to improve the appearance of shop fronts, enhancing the appearance of the Market Place, introducing a Letcombe Brook trail, producing walking and cycling route cards, and supporting the work of Wantage Rejuvenated and the Betjeman Festival.
The plans for the wider area include: promoting tourism through events and exhibitions, maintaining the www.visitvale.com website, working to tackle skills and worklessness issues and supporting and developing the rural economy through the LEADER project. 
Funding for the plans is largely in place and includes successful bids to SEEDA’s (South East England Development Agency) Small Rural Towns Programme, the European LEADER programme and grants from the Joint Economic Forums.
The Vale will also be working with partners to secure further funding for projects from the newly launched Oxfordshire Stronger Communities Fund.
Cllr Richard Gibson, Executive Member for Economic Development, said: “By adopting the plans we now able focus our energies on specific projects in helping develop the vitality of Faringdon and Wantage town centres both in the short and long term, and we hope that we will soon start to see the benefits from this.”
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For further information please contact Gavin Walton on 01235 540376.
 
Note for editors:
 
The Joint Economic Forums Forums bring together the Vale Council, the respective town councils, chambers of commerce and community groups.
 
LEADER is an innovative rural development programme which aims to improve the quality of life and economic prosperity in rural communities through locally driven rural development initiatives and projects.  LEADER stands for Liaisons Entre Actions de Developpement de L'Economie Rurale.
 
Wantage Rejuvenated is part of Wantage Chamber of Commerce and is actively involved in:

- Supporting local businesses
- Encouraging people to shop locally
- Organising community events
- Promoting Wantage to tourists and new businesses 
- Improving community spirit
