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Major Grant For Skatepark Rewards Efforts Of Abingdon Youth


A £50,000 grant has been secured for the new skate park in Abingdon.





The grant from Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN) means work can really progress now with the skaters to design the ramps and layout of the park.





The skate park project was started when a group of young people presented a petition to the Council two years ago. Suitable sites were identified by keen skaters and then a ballot was held among young people across the town to identify the most popular sites with a return of 900 voting forms.





Land adjacent to the White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre in Audlett Drive was eventually chosen. 





The grant will be added to the £60,000 allocated by the Vale of White Horse District Council, £3,500 from the Vale Community Safety Partnership and £2,000 from Abingdon Joint Environmental Trust. 





The new skate park will be built on what was an old tip site which means it will require specially designed foundations.





Cllr Janet Morgan was the councillor first approached by young people in her ward and helped them present a petition to the Council. She said: “I am delighted that a project which started with an idea from young people is now really on track. This grant together with the joint work of Council officers and the group of young people will ensure a worthwhile park. “





Cllr Joyce Hutchinson, Executive Member with portfolio responsibility for leisure and community, said: “We still have a lot of work ahead and will be working with young people on the layout and design. This news is as much a tribute to them as anyone else involved in the project, for if it had not been for their enthusiasm and willingness to get involved, this might never have happened. They are very anxious to get the best they can get and have said they are prepared to wait so we can get it right.” 





Once the design has been completed the work will go out to tender. Construction is likely to take six to eight weeks meaning the park may be open in the autumn.
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