52 things to do…..needs you!

Budding writers, poets, artists and photographers are being encouraged to get their thinking caps on and help create a new tourism book to showcase the Vale.
 
The 52 Team, made up of business interest groups, have teamed up with the Vale of White Horse District Council and are asking local people to help fill the new book, called “52 things to do… far from the madding beaches”, with poems, articles and imagery about the Vale.
 
The idea behind the project is to highlight the uniqueness and distinctiveness of life in the Vale of White Horse to the wider public, showing off the district’s natural environment, historic buildings, picturesque villages, and best walks and cycle routes.
 
The 52 Team is looking to publish more than 100 descriptive, funny or inspirational pieces of work, all of which will be donated by members of the public.  And with prizes on offer for the best contributions it is hoped that as many people as possible will get involved, get their work published and help promote the district.
 
With so much to do and see in the Vale we are spoilt for choice in terms of how we spend our leisure time.  Some of the topics people may want to put pen to paper about or photograph include:
 
       your favourite beauty/picnic spot and what makes it so special. 
       how you ‘while away’ a day in the Vale or at your favourite attraction? 
       boating, or walking along the River Thames. 
       the best walks and cycle routes and what you see while doing them.  
       your own village or town: what is there to do that would attract visitors? 
       famous people, from Betjeman to Radiohead, there are many famous people who have links to the Vale.  You could recount some funny stories or write a historical pen portrait. 
       the unique characteristics of your town centre.
 
Cllr Richard Gibson, executive member for Economic Development, said: “The Vale is a very special and historic area, however it’s also a bit of a hidden gem that we want the wider public to get to know about.  That’s why we are looking to the Vale community to help us come up with a book that will really highlight the character of the district, show off the best places to visit and demonstrate the talents that our residents have.”
 
Stuart Roper, of Wantage Chamber of Commerce and the Federation of Small Businesses, said: "The 52 book is a great way to promote this delightful area of England and a great opportunity for aspiring artists, writers and photographers to get their work published."
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