New era for the Old Gaol begins
 
Plans to transform the Old Gaol site in Abingdon were given unanimous approval last night (26.01.09).
 
Abingdon–based Cranbourne Homes’ plans for the site will convert the Old Gaol and transform the surrounding site.
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council Development Control Committee approved the plans which will include 61 homes, three restaurants and a café. 
 
For the first time in living memory people will be able to access the riverside garden straight from Bridge Street, as well as different routes through the buildings on the site.
 
A new building will house 43 apartments, there will be 10 flats in the Old Gaol itself and the remaining homes will be in the existing buildings fronting Bridge Street, including the Police Station. There will also be a new vehicular access from Bridge Street.
 
The plans will include demolishing the sports hall and swimming pool, which were all modern extensions of the listed building. The annex to the police station will also be demolished. This will be followed by archaeological work.
 
The scheme incorporates sustainable features including grey water recycling and “green” roofs of sedum plants. Cranbourne also wanted to include solar panels in the scheme, but these were considered to be too visually intrusive in this sensitive historic location. 
 
As part of the plans the Abingdon Bridge youth support project, which occupies the site, will be given new accommodation in the ground floor of the old Police Station. 
 
The Council announced last year that it would sell the former leisure centre site to Cranbourne Homes after putting it on the market. The deal is still conditional and depends on requirements being met like archaeological work. As part of the deal there will also be 24 affordable homes provided elsewhere in the town. These will be homes that are not available on the open market but will be available for social housing or part-rent, part-buy schemes. Ten of these could be provided by the Cranbourne development at the old Ambulance Station.
 
Council Leader Tony de Vere said: “I am delighted the plans for the Old Gaol have moved one step closer. This is an exciting development that will have much to offer the town. It will revitalise a key gateway to Abingdon and open up the access to the river. 
 
“I am particularly pleased that the scheme is aiming to be as ‘green’ as possible and hope this sets a good example to other developers.” 
 
Shaun Dominic, who owns and runs Cranbourne with his father Mick, said: “We are delighted that we have reached this important stage in the project. This will generate employment for the town and we aim to use local sources for materials as much as possible. We hope this will show there is a bright future for Abingdon.”
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