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Local employers go back to school 

Local employers went back to school today (Friday, March 3rd) to find out how they can support learning in the classroom.

More than twenty businesses joined sixth formers and Ed Vaizey MP for the ‘Learning Matters’ breakfast event at Faringdon Community College aimed at boosting links between business and schools.  

The County Council’s Learning Matters campaign is targeting the whole community, including business, in the drive to raise school standards, especially at GCSE.

Businesses found out how to join in the campaign and help young people to reach their full potential – from offering work placements to mentoring to running school activities such as business workshops for pupils, supporting teachers and much more.

MP for Wantage & Didcot, Ed Vaizey, said: “As someone who has worked for many years as the trustee of a work experience charity, the Trident Trust, I take work experience very seriously. It gives children a chance to focus their thoughts and experience a working environment. The best experiences can change lives. I am fantastically pleased by this initiative and delighted to support it".  

Faringdon Community College has developed strong links with local business with its specialist status in engineering. 

A group of students who recently won the South East Regional Young Enterprise essay competition winning the chance to go to the Zagreb Trade Fair gave a presentation about their business experience.

Headteacher, David Wilson, said: “We are extremely proud of our students’ achievements in winning this competition and greatly value the support of organisations like Young Enterprise, the Industrial Trust and the Faringdon Enterprise Gateway that provide strong enterprise and business links. JDS Group are a classic example of a very positive two-way relationship that can exist between a secondary school and a local business. They help bring learning to life for our students.”

Managing Director of JDS Group Ltd – Faringdon’s largest employer – Nigel Jones added: 

“At JDS, our mission is to offer creative ideas and practical solutions for a wide range of interiors in all material mediums. I believe it is vital that we educate and inspire students of all ages about how materials can be used in real life, to affect the shape and form of the world we live in, if we are to encourage engineers and designers of the future."
Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement Cllr Michael Waine commented:

 “Business can play a vital role in supporting learning in schools. That is why we are encouraging local employers to get involved in the Learning Matters campaign and explore ways they can develop links with Oxfordshire’s schools. This is beneficial not only for our young people but also for employers who will be investing in the potential workforce of the future.”

END

For further information, please contact Becky Egerton on 01865 810129 or Alun Williams on 01367 243077.

Learning Matters Information Packs which contain details about how to get involved in the campaign are available at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/learningmatters or call 01865 810129.
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