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Youth activities get ‘Chill Out’ backing

Young people across Oxfordshire are set to benefit from a cash boost aimed at supporting creative and fun activities.

The ‘Chill Out’ fund set up by the County Council invites community groups, district, town and parish councils, charities and other organisations working with young people to bid for a slice of £100,000 of revenue and/or £100,000 of capital funding.

Five youth projects are among the first to be awarded ‘Chill Out’ money to help develop youth activities.

Abingdon Community Group ‘Community Old Gaol’ has been successful in its bid to fund Saturday evening sessions at the local youth centre, The Net.

The plan is to buy equipment to run a cinema once a week at a subsidised rate and to purchase new sports equipment.

More than £8,000 of ‘Chill Out’ funding will be made available towards the project, which the Vale of White Horse District Council and Abingdon Town Council are also supporting.

Union Street for Young People, Wolvercote Young People’s Club and The Matrix Youth Club will each receive money for summer holiday activities aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle.

In addition The Sweatbox has been awarded more than £4000 for its music workshop sessions so that young people can develop their song-writing and performing skills.

The ‘Chill Out’ money aims to add value to partnership funding for youth projects and the revenue cash is available subject to matched funding from parish, town, or district councils, charities and other organisations working with young people.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families, Cllr Louise Chapman came up with the idea for the fund.

She said: “Making sure there are enough activities available for young people, particularly at weekends or in the holidays when they want to go out is really important.

“This cash is to support youth projects that can help make a difference and support work with young people across the county.

“Partnership-working is key and it is through joint working that we can develop and broaden opportunities for young people in Oxfordshire.”

END

For further information, please contact Cllr Louise Chapman on 07979 662273 or Monica Hanaway, Head of Youth Service, on 01865 815690
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