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Newsdesks: May 18, 2006
National Walk to School Week will see Oxfordshire children putting their best foot forward

Wheatley Primary School will join 134 other schools across Oxfordshire to mark national Walk to School Week from May 22-26.

Participation in this year’s week in Oxfordshire promises to be the biggest ever with Oxfordshire County Council’s Travel Plans Development Team helping schools with support and organisation.

Wheatley Primary School is holding a series of events starting with the first walk to school at 8am on Monday, May 22. Keith Bartley, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for Children, Young People and Families will join the fun by walking with pupils to school. 

Press photographers are welcome to attend and should meet on Park Hill by the bus stop at 8am.

Keith said: “Walk to School Week is a fantastic opportunity for schools to contribute to the five key outcomes in the Government’s ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda.  Encouraging more young people to walk to school in Oxfordshire gives them the chance to be healthy, to learn how to stay safe on the journey to school and make a positive contribution to their local community.”  

During the week all pupils will be treated to healthy breakfast refreshments on arrival – thanks to Asda.

Visitors to the school during the week will help run special themed assemblies and, following Keith Bartley’s visit on May 22, Boris Johnson MP will take part.

Headteacher Miss Joan Morters said: “Walk to School Week is an important part of the School Travel Plan.  Our pupil surveys showed that most want to walk or cycle to school, but traffic travelling through Wheatley is discouraging some parents from allowing this. The week is an opportunity for everyone to turn this situation around.  By making walking a more enjoyable activity, we hope to make a difference to the congestion outside our school.  If this happened everyone would be a winner.”

Pupils have asked drivers who are passing through the village to also do their bit. Posters designed by pupils will be displayed around the village asking drivers to be more aware of children who are walking or cycling to school.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport, Cllr David Robertson, said: “Around 86% of primary school pupils in Oxfordshire and 68% of secondary pupils live within comfortable walking or cycling distance of their school.

“School Travel Plans are effective in reducing car use and the congestion this causes. At schools with a School Travel Plan, an average of 18% of pupils initially coming by car changed to other modes of travel in less than two years.”

Contacts:


Melissa Goodacre, Senior Transport Planner (School Travel Plans), Oxfordshire County Council Tel 01865 810474

Mark Sutherland, Assistant Transport Planner (School Travel Plans), Oxfordshire County Council Tel 01865 815839
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