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Councils want to see a Wantage and Grove rail station 
Planning permission has been granted for a potential new railway station for Grove and Wantage by the Vale of White Horse District Council.
Oxfordshire County Council has been promoting the idea since 1998 when public consultation identified overwhelming local support for the station and its location near Williams F1 on the A338. 
The planning application was submitted by Oxfordshire County Council and the decision follows hard work by transport planners at the County Council and colleagues at the Vale of White Horse District Council to put the plans together. 
No local train service 
Now that permission has been secured it is for the Government to decide whether they want to see a railway station for the area. There is currently no local train service on the line passing through the Grove/Wantage area and the Government will need to provide this before the station can become a reality.
Oxfordshire County Council's Rail Development Officer, Adrian Saunders, said: "We know that the rail industry is not currently minded to build a new railway station in Wantage and Grove.
"However times change. New housing is planned for this part of Oxfordshire and there may come a time when the rail industry sees a station as a more viable prospect. 
"If and when that time arrives we need to be able to act quickly. The approval of planning permission is a crucial building block in that process."
