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County Council leads the way on portable speed warning signs and helps small parishes 

Oxfordshire is again to be at the cutting edge of new technology in the field of road speed warning signs that are triggered by passing drivers.
Manufacturers have worked with Oxfordshire County Council’s Speed Management Team Leader Steve Wood to come up with a sign that is flexible enough to allow on-site ‘trigger speed’ changes depending on the location and nature of the road.
The signs, which are battery powered, work in the same way as the permanently installed Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) that have proved to be very successful in reducing vehicle speeds on Oxfordshire’s roads.
The new portable signs could be used at one site for between a week and 10 days before being taken to another location. They aren’t equipped to record any data or images of passing vehicles.
The technology is so new that the signs can be programmed in a few minutes to work in any speed limit from 20mph right up to the 70mph national speed limit. 
Steve Wood is also looking to use a new kind of ground ‘screw’ so that the poles that the signs are mounted on can be moved at the same time as the signs. The screws would be left in situ ready for the next visit.
Helping small Oxfordshire parishes 

Steve said: “"Many parishes, especially the smaller ones, can’t afford to fund their own signs so this is a way that we can help address their fears and concerns over a period of time.  
“Oxfordshire has embarked on a sign de-clutter campaign. By using the new ground fixtures we won’t have posts on the road side looking unused and uncared for when we move the signs on”.
Oxfordshire County Council's Cabinet member for Transport, Councillor David Robertson, said: “Speeding drivers can chance their luck with speed cameras or take notice of what these educational signs tell them.  
“This allows drivers to drive sensibly, without the risk of enforcement, whilst at the same time keeping our communities and people safe. I’m pleased to see Oxfordshire is still leading the way on the use of this new type of technology”.
For more information contact Steve Wood.  01869 337825 / 07979 771689 

