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Newsdesks: September 12, 2006
NEW ERA FOR DISABLED TRAVELLERS AS ‘OCTABUS’ LAUNCHES NEW MINIBUSES

Elderly and disabled people in the Vale of White Horse have been given a boost with news that a special door-to-door transport service that is dedicated to them will now use state of the art minibuses.

The three brand-new accessible Mercedes minibuses have been purchased by Oxfordshire County Council, as part of the contribution the Council makes towards the Octabus dial-a-ride partnership, and in support of the needs of disabled and mobility-impaired people in the county.
The partnership is a consortium of Oxfordshire County Council and Vale of White Horse District Council, as well as Oxford City Council and West Oxfordshire District Council.   

It funds a dial-a-ride service throughout the three ‘subscribing’ districts, providing a pre-bookable door-to-door service for disabled and mobility-impaired people who cannot use, or who find it difficult to use, conventional public transport.

Until this week, users of the service have had to travel in minibuses that “were not in the first flush of youth”, according to Assistant Public Transport Officer Neil Timberlake, who is the County Council’s lead officer for the project. 

The new minibuses include the latest in wheelchair restraints and safety harnesses, have adaptable seating configurations to allow up to three wheelchairs to be carried, have an innovative, fold-out combined step and hand-rail assembly to make boarding and alighting the minibuses easier for passengers, and the latest in heavy-duty safety tail-lifts for wheelchair users and their helpers.

To help the driver, each bus has a reversing camera linked to a closed-circuit TV monitor on the dashboard, and each vehicle is loaded with other safety and first-aid equipment.

At the launch event in front of the Vale of White Horse District Council offices in Abbey Close, Abingdon on Thursday 14 September, Cllr Jim Couchman of Oxfordshire County Council, and Cllrs Julie Mayhew-Archer and Mary de Vere of Vale of White Horse District Council, jointly cut the ribbon to launch the Octabus minibus for the Vale of White Horse District.    

Cllr de Vere said: “The Octabus dial-a-ride partnership is an excellent example of joint working in the county, and underlines the commitment of Vale of White Horse District to supporting transport provision and accessibility for disabled and mobility-impaired people.”   

Cllr Couchman said: “The County Council is very proud of these new vehicles, bought by the County as part of our commitment to accessibility throughout Oxfordshire.”

ENDS

NB
The Octabus service covers the whole of the Vale of White Horse district (and also West Oxfordshire and Oxford City – which will have their own ‘launch’ events later this month).
 
Users of the service have to pre-register (at a one-off cost of £5) and then phone 01865-876176 up to one week prior to their journey to book their travel.
 
I attach an electronic copy of the Octabus leaflet advertising the service upon which the new minibuses are employed.
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