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Have your say about plans for Oxfordshire’s new Children’s Centres

People living in Oxfordshire are being invited to give their views about plans to create 25 new Children’s Centres in the county between 2006 and 2008.

Parents, carers, stakeholders and residents can find out more at a series of public consultation meetings in October and November.

A survey and more information is also available online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/early_years.

In March 2005 the Government announced almost £9 million for Oxfordshire’s Children’s Centre programme with the target that 29 Children’s Centres reaching   22,268 children under five should be in place by March 2008.

There are currently four Children’s Centres in the county at Banbury (Sunshine Centre), Chipping Norton (ACE Centre) and Oxford (Rose Hill/Littlemore Sure Start and Leys Children’s Centre Project).

Most of the new centres will not involve new buildings but will instead develop existing services like family centres and nursery schools

Under Government guidelines, it is specified the new centres must be located in places that rank most highly in terms of need and in areas that are easily accessible by families living in the most disadvantaged communities.

They will provide a range of joined-up services for children under 5 and their families including early years services, family support and parental outreach, child and family health services as well as links with Jobcentre Plus.

The following areas have been identified as priorities (listed by district). 

· Oxford – Barton, Churchill (Woodfarm), Cowley, St Clements, Hinksey Park, Summertown (Cutteslowe), Marston, (one centre to link with Jericho)

· Vale – Abingdon (2 centres), Faringdon, Cumnor/Botley

· South – Didcot (2 centres), Berinsfield

· West – Witney, Carterton

· Cherwell – Banbury (3 centres), Bicester (2 centres), Kidlington

Head of Oxfordshire County Council’s Early Years and Childcare Service, Annie Davy said: “We would really like to hear from parents and carers as well as stakeholders and residents about how we can achieve the best for children in Oxfordshire.

“In developing the new Children’s Centres, we plan to enhance and join up services for families with young children in Oxfordshire.”

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Children and Young people, Councillor Louise Chapman said: “The public meetings will be a good opportunity for people to get involved. 

“We must not underestimate the challenges ahead in developing these centres. The money allocated by Government is insufficient in itself and means we will need to build on and make full use of existing services like family centres and nursery schools to take this work forward.”

END

For further information, please contact Clare Abolins on 01235 549290

Public consultation meetings

Wednesday 12 Oct, 
Oxford City
 Cutteslowe Primary School

Monday 17th Oct, 
Abindgon
 Abingdon Guildhall

Wednesday 19 Oct, 
Didcot,

 Northbourne Primary School

Tuesday 25th Oct, 
Oxford City
 Rose Hill Family Centre

Tuesday 1 Nov, 
Farindgon
 Faringdon Family Centre

Thursday 3 Nov, 
Carterton
 Carterton Primary School

Monday 7 Nov, 
Witney

 Henry Box School

Thursday 10 Nov, 
Kidlington
 Gosford Hill School
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