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Newsdesks: February 25, 2006
Real choice in meeting Oxfordshire’s needs with £500,000 for community projects

A radical approach to delivering real choice for community needs was unveiled today as part of the County Council’s budget for 2006/7. The Council approved the creation of a £500,000 Community Chest.

The fund will allow local community projects to come forward for one-off grants where there is matched funding and where the projects demonstrate their contribution to enhanced community well-being.

The fund was approved as part of the County Council’s budget containing a 4.375% council tax rise – likely to be the lowest rise of any County Council in the South East.

Cllr Keith Mitchell, the leader of Oxfordshire County Council, said: “In January the County Council withdrew its support for local area talking shops such as the South Oxfordshire Area Forums. We promised then to come forward with proposals which would allow us better to provide practical help in meeting the local needs of our communities. That is precisely what this Community Chest will do.

“This is a good example of the Council’s objective of delivering real choice rather than a one size fits all, top down approach. The ideas for funding from the Community Chest will come from the communities themselves. This is a way of making sure that there is funding to help with those projects that local people really want.”

Examples of the sorts of projects which are expected to come forward include providing CCTV cameras, Speed Indicator Devices and Vehicle Activated Signs, local community support projects for older people and environmental projects such as community clean-ups.

Funds for the Community Chest will be released later in the year when, as widely expected, the Government implements its reform of local government pension arrangements.

The County Council has had to keep £1.5million in reserve as a result of decision changes by the Deputy Prime Minister over pension reform shortly before the General Election.

The first £500,000 of this reserve will be applied to the Community Chest when the reserve is released after the appropriate pension legislation has been put before Parliament. 

With matched funding from parish, town or district councils this will create new spending of up to £1million to support community well-being.

Further details of how the Community Chest will operate will be announced nearer the time of the release of the funds.

Ends

For more information contact Cllr Keith Mitchell on 07720 888712.
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