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Newsdesks: March 28, 2006
County Council still wants a railway station for Grove and Wantage 

A railway station for Grove and Wantage is something that Oxfordshire County Council still wants to encourage the rail industry to bring about.

Reports in the local media last week indicated that the authority had given up on the idea of building a new station to serve these towns and the surrounding area.

However Cllr David Robertson, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport, says nothing could be further from the truth.

Cllr Robertson said: “It is true that a station for Grove and Wantage is not one of the things that we will be pushing for in 2006/7. However that does not mean that this will always remain the case in future years when the station might be right at the very top of the agenda.

“We can’t build a station without a train service to stop at it, and we lost the trains in 2003. We have made it a higher priority to try and persuade the Government that a train service needs to be reintroduced. Once we have that we can think again about building a station.

“We only have a small budget for staff to work with and this year there are higher priorities. In the end, whether the station goes ahead or not, will depend on the willingness of the Government. We certainly won’t give up on telling them how important it is.”

For more information contact Cllr David Robertson on 07721 787771, or Adrian Saunders, Rail Development Officer on 01865 815080.
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