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Newsdesks: February 25, 2006
Oxfordshire County Council to set lowest County Council tax rise in the South East

Careful and detailed planning means Oxfordshire County Council is likely to be able to set the lowest council tax rise of any County Council in the South East for 2006/7.

The County Council is ready to set a 4.375% rise when it meets on Tuesday, February 14. County Councils across the rest of the region look likely to set rises of between 4.7% and 5%.

Latest predicted figures are as follows:

Surrey 5%

West Sussex 4.9%

Buckinghamshire 4.9%

Kent 4.75%

Hampshire 4.7%

East Sussex 4.7%

Cllr Keith Mitchell, the Leader of the County Council, said: “We have achieved this despite setting a no cuts budget. I know that other counties in the South East have had to make widespread cuts and go right up to the Government’s 5% capping limit.”

An extra £250,000 will be spent on the Youth Service along with more than £1million for services to support Oxfordshire’s most vulnerable children in areas such as child protection, children in public care and for children with disabilities.

All schools will receive an above inflation increase in budget per pupil with at least a 4% increase in primary schools and 3.4% in secondary schools.

Elsewhere £1.5m will be spent to tackle traffic problems in Henley town centre and £3.75m on an innovative scheme to ease traffic at the Green Road roundabout in Oxford. A total of £93,000 will be spent on securing the future of the Cogges Museum in West Oxfordshire.

Cllr Mitchell added: “Our planning has been meticulous and based around good cautious principles. We planned for the worst and treated anything extra that came our way as a bonus. We will continue to work in this way. 

“Almost as soon as this budget is agreed we will start to plan for the next one. We plan a slightly lower council tax rise next year and this will be the prime factor in how we shape our financial planning in the weeks and months to come.

“Council tax payers want to see rigour in how their money is spent. That is what we are delivering. We are delivering lower tax rises, real choice and value for money and that will continue to be the theme at Oxfordshire County Council.”  

Cllr Charles Shouler, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Finance added: “The Cabinet promised from day one that it wanted a 4.375% council tax rise. 

“We have delivered on that. Other County Councils are now following our model of planning Council Tax rises in advance for the full life of a council and watching the books closely to achieve it. This imposes a discipline throughout the year and not just in the run up to budget setting dates. I believe this is a winning formula for council tax payers.”

Ends

For more information contact Cllr Keith Mitchell on 07720 888712.
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