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Council offers support for projects to improve access to the countryside

Local communities are being asked to suggest small-scale projects that will improve access to their local countryside this year as part of Oxfordshire County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

The plan was adopted in February and has been sent out to all local communities and interested organisations. It details the vision and main aims for improved access, as well as setting out the main outcomes, actions and likely costs to achieve these.

Successful projects will be those that meet the one or more actions within the Plan, improve access for locals and visitors, are supported by the landowner and local community, and that can be achieved by March 2007.  

Examples of projects that could be funded include replacing catches on gates, stoning of short sections of paths, replacing stiles with gates, or producing a local map or notice board with places to walk or ride. 

The council may award grants at up to 100% for projects between £200 and £1000. Interested organisations should first read the plan and then complete a short ‘expression of interest’ form and send this to the Countryside Service by the end of July 

Cllr Roger Belson, Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development said: “Local communities and organisations are often best placed to identify small improvements that can make a difference to people’s use and enjoyment of their local countryside.” 

“We hope that these groups will undertake the work themselves with the financial support of the county council and Countryside Agency. These small projects will complement the day to day work that the council’s Countryside Service does to protect, manage and improve the public rights of way network.”

The Rights of Way Improvement Plan and grant poster have been sent to local communities and the main interest groups. Both are available to download from the Countryside Service website:www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/countryside  under ‘rights of way’. 
Ends 

For more information about Oxfordshire’s Rights of way Improvement Plan or the project please contact Paul Harris, OCC Strategic Countryside Access Officer on 01865 810206
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