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Business breakfast boosts learning links with schools

The business of learning is on the menu next week when local employers join sixth formers at Faringdon Community College and Ed Vaizey MP for breakfast.

The ‘Learning Matters’ event on Friday, March 3 at 8:15-9:45am aims to boost links between business and schools.

The County Council’s Learning Matters campaign is targeting the whole community, including business, in the drive to raise school standards - especially at GCSE.

Businesses will be invited to join in the campaign and find out what they can do to support Oxfordshire’s children and young people at school – from offering work placements to encouraging employees to become young enterprise mentors to running school activities such as business workshops for pupils.

How schools can better prepare pupils for the world of business will be discussed with short presentations from MP for Wantage & Didcot Ed Vaizey and a business representative of JDS Group, Faringdon’s largest employer. 

A group of students who recently won the South East Regional Young Enterprise essay competition winning the chance to go to the Zagreb Trade Fair will also be speaking about their business experience to date.

Photographers, local radio and television are welcome to attend the event – a photo opp will be possible at 9:15am.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement, Cllr Michael Waine said: “Linking business with education is very important not only for schools but for employers who can take an active role in helping to train the potential workforce of the future. 

“Faringdon Community College with its specialist status in engineering has developed excellent links with local business.  This event is about explaining to new and existing partners how they can further support learning in schools by getting involved in the Learning Matters campaign to help raise school standards.

“As a county we are making welcome progress at GCSE and we need to build on this together to ensure results continue to get better. It is through everyone playing a part that we will make a difference.”

END

For further information, please contact Kate Moore on 01865 810190 or Alun Williams on 01367 243077.

PHOTO OPP

WHAT: Sixth Form winners of the South East Regional Young Enterprise essay competition with Ed Vaizey MP and local employers

WHEN: 9:15am Friday, March 3rd 

WHERE: Faringdon Community College

Learning Matters Information Packs which contain details about how to get involved in the campaign are available at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/learningmatters or call 01865 810129.
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