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Council helps gets more of Oxfordshire’s beautiful countryside open to the public

Walkers will be able to enjoy even more of Oxfordshire’s beautiful countryside thanks to co-operation between Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service, local farmers and the Countryside Agency.

Access to areas of ‘open country’ downland has been made much easier now that eleven sites of downland have received funding from the first year of the Countryside Agency’s “Access Management Grant Scheme’. 

This scheme provides part funding towards work that is needed to enable access rights to be exercised and for the land to be farmed. 

In year one this has enabled the installation or replacement of gates, kissing gates, stiles, fencing, surface works and information signage at key access points.

Cllr Roger Belson, Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development said: “Over the past few months the Countryside Service has been working very closely with farmers and landowners to plan and achieve the best ways to make access easier on these areas of downland. 

“The first year’s work has been done and we now hope people get out to explore and enjoy these areas of special countryside”

“We hope that people remember that these areas are first and foremost farmed land, as well as special sites for people, wildlife and plants. Please take the time to use the Countryside Service website for information and to read the notices that have been put out on site.”

The eleven areas of downland where work has taken place are (from west to east):

Lambourn Corner  
Kingstone Down

 

Britchcombe

Hackpen Hill


Pigtrough Bottom

Blewburton Hill
Lids Bottom


Lids Down

Aston Downs

Gatehampton


Aston Rowant and Lewknor

The Countryside Service website for site maps, parking places and links to other related websites iswww.oxfordshire.gov.uk/accessland . 
More information about the Countryside and Rights of Way Act, or access land in general can be accessed through Countryside Agency’s access helpline on 0845 100 3298 or web: www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk. Access land is also shown in the new range of Ordnance Survey Explorer® series of maps with the access land symbol on the cover.  

Ends 

For more information about Oxfordshire’s access land or the works contact Paul Harris, OCC Strategic Countryside Access Officer on 01865 810206


[image: image1.png]