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County Council maps out its preferred locations for new homes in Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire County Council has today decided upon the advice it will offer to regional planners on where the extra homes that will be built in the county between 2016 and 2026 should go.

The County Council consulted the people of Oxfordshire on the subject during the Autumn. The advice that the authority’s Cabinet has agreed upon will now be passed on to the South East England Regional Assembly and then the Government.

A total of 47,200 homes need to be built in Oxfordshire from 2006-2026 of which 26,300 are already planned throughout the county up to 2016. About 11,000 will be built on previously developed land within towns up to 2026, including within Oxford.

The remainder, between 9,000 and 10,000 homes, were the subject of today’s debate.

Having looked at the consultation results, together with information on investment in the public services and infrastructure needed to support development, the Cabinet today decided to opt for 2,000 homes in Bicester, 3,000 in Didcot, 1,400 in Wantage and Grove, to be built between 2016 and 2026.  

However, they were clear that any further development should only take place if there is adequate government investment in such things as transport and affordable housing.

There will also be 300 homes in Oxford and 600 to be divided equally between South Oxfordshire, the Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire. A further 2,000 homes will be built outside central Oxfordshire, at locations to be decided by the district councils.

Today’s Cabinet decision will be submitted to SEERA in time for its December 9 deadline. In February SEERA will agree its full draft South East Plan. In March this will be submitted to Government.

The Government will then consult on the plan and it will be examined in public early in 2007. In the summer of 2007 there will be a full report and by the end of the year modifications will be published. The Government will issue the final plan in 2008.

Cllr Roger Belson, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development, said: “We have now offered our advice. We wait to see if it is taken. In the meantime the Government needs to get its head around a very simple message. Homes without new roads, railways, schools, health facilities, social and cultural facilities and water supply facilities are useless.

“It is about time the Government grasped the nettle. Ministers can be assured that we will be keeping the pressure up for common sense to prevail on this.” 


