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Newsdesks: June 2, 2006
Free on street parking permanently in the evenings and on Sundays – but charges could go up at other times

Free on street parking in the evenings and at weekends in Oxford is set to continue – however it could be more expensive during the day.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Transport Implementation Committee will be asked to approve proposals to continue free parking after 6.30pm from Monday to Saturday and all day on Sunday.

The committee will also be asked to increase charges for all on-street public parking at pay and display areas at all other times for the first time since 1998. 

If you arrive between 8am and 10am you will pay a rate of £4 for one hour and £5 for two hours from Monday to Saturday. 

For the rest of the day, if arriving after 10am, the new charge will be £2 for one hour, £3 for two hours.  

The maximum stay of 2 hours will remain during the hours of 08.00 and 18.30 - 7 days a week with the requirement to obtain a Free of Charge Pay & Display ticket on Sundays.   There are a limited number of spaces where there is a 3-hour maximum stay – these will be at the same rate as two hours.

Cllr David Robertson, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport, said: “If this is approved there will be a simple message to people who travel in and out of Oxford. 

“You are welcome by car for your leisure activities in the evenings and on Sundays, but during the day-time we would prefer people to use park and ride so that the roads do not become congested.  We welcome the bus operators’ family friendly tickets that are less costly and encourage their use.

“We believe this a sensible way forward and a clear message for people to hear and understand. This is a medieval city with a restricted roads infrastructure and that needs to be recognised. The more we can get people to use public transport and park and rides during the day the better it will be.

“However in the evenings and on Sundays it is different and people should have more freedom to use their cars. We see this as a sensible and practical compromise.”

For more information contact Cllr David Robertson on 07721 787771.
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