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Fly-tipper learns his lesson
 
An Abingdon man has been given a conditional discharge and ordered to pay £885 costs after admitting dumping wood chippings on a public green.
 
Alan Pullinger, 48, of Larkhill Road, Abingdon, pleaded guilty Didcot Magistrates on Tuesday (12.08.08) to depositing waste on land at Midwinter Avenue, Milton Heights, and of failing in his duty of care after transporting the waste without a waste transfer license.
 
The Court heard that Pullinger, who runs A&L Tree Services based in Abingdon, had on 2 April 2008 been paid by a resident to cut down and remove a number of trees from her garden in Trenchard Avenue, Milton Heights.  The trees were removed as requested, however a couple of days later the resident noticed that a pile of wood chippings had been left on the green behind her house and became suspicious that they were from the cuttings from her garden.
 
On 4 April, after receiving several complaints about the chippings, a Vale of White Horse District Council Environment Warden visited the site and took photos of the waste.  He also spoke to the resident who provided information about the company she had employed to remove the chippings from her property. 
 
The Warden also received a report from a witness who had earlier in the week warned two men that they were not allowed to dump waste on the green, to which they had replied that it was “alright  as it was only wood chippings” before unloading the waste.
 
The Environment Warden interviewed A&L Tree Services Director Alan Pullinger who admitted that he had dumped the chippings, stating that he believed it was ok due to the fact there were already other cuttings left on the green.   He also claimed that he had to go to another job which meant that he would have had a problem with the weight of the chippings on his vehicle.  
 
When asked to produce a waste transfer license, which all individuals transporting waste must possess, Pullinger stated that he was unaware that he required one.
 
Pullinger was given a conditional discharge and ordered to pay £885 costs.  The Magistrate indicated that the sentence would have been harsher had it not been for Pullinger’s obvious remorse, and the fact that he had since applied for a waste transfer license.
 
Cllr Richard Webber, Executive Member with Portfolio Responsibility for Environmental Health, said: “While we appreciate that this may not have been a malicious act it was still a stupid and anti-social and thing to do.  Pullinger as owner of the company should have known better, particularly as he had charged the resident for removal of the waste.  Hopefully others who are transporting waste will take note and ensure that they are fully licensed and deposit their waste at appropriate and most importantly legal sites.”
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