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PRESS RELEASE

Faringdon is on the European map

Faringdon is to represent the UK's small market towns at a major European conference later this year. ECOVAST (UK) (European Council for the Village and Small Town) will be taking two delegates from Faringdon to the Council's annual conference in Austria to help in discussions on extending European funding programmes.

The move follows a visit to Faringdon by ECOVAST for a weekend conference on 3rd - 5th June. Leading figures in European, national and regional authorities met people in and around Faringdon involved in a number of community initiatives. The seminar used Faringdon and its efforts to revitalise itself, as a means to focus on small villages and market towns generally. 

The Faringdon Area Project (FAP) and ECOVAST jointly co-ordinated the seminar which was initiated and funded by ECOVAST, FAP, SEEDA (South East England Development Agency), Action for Market Towns, European Rural University and Faringdon Town Council.

Michael Dower, Chairman of ECOVAST UK, commented:
"We were very impressed by the enthusiasm and energy of so many people in and around Faringdon.  The sense of enterprise, whether municipal, social or private, is remarkable - as exemplified by the Pump Rooms, the Faringdon Arts Festival, the Cyberbus, the Community Bus, the Enterprise Gateway, to mention only a few.   So many personal and professional skills seem to be available, so much voluntary effort is applied.  Perhaps most remarkable is that this small town actually wishes to grow, and will welcome more housing and more employment land - so unlike the 'Not-in-my-back-yard’ reaction of so many other communities.   Good luck to Farngdon in its efforts to remain a vibrant market town, run for and by local people."

Sarah Allen-Stevens, spokesperson for FAP added, “It was a great opportunity to show off the great work in and around Faringdon particularly in areas such as youth, economy and tourism. An added bonus to the whole event was the enormous knowledge and valued feedback that ECOVAST brought to Faringdon, through their work in other European towns.”

One such idea arose during discussions about the Faringdon Arts Festival (1st-10th July 2005). Co-writer of the recent BBC Dr. Who series Paul Cornell, who lives in Faringdon and is on the Arts Festival Committee, presented the Arts Festival to the delegates as part of a discussion on tourism. According to ECOVAST, a similar festival hosted in a small Swedish town has led to a number of small enterprises that have sprung up in the town as a result of their festival.

Following the seminar, ECOVAST (UK) said it will be taking two delegates from Faringdon to its annual European conference to be held in Retz, Austria in November this year. Faringdon will be the representative for small market towns in the UK and assist in discussions on extending European funding programmes, such as LEADER +.
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Notes to Editor:

· Faringdon Area Project (FAP) is a company limited by guarantee (not for profit) working on behalf of the community in and around Faringdon (a population of around 6,000 (town) and 6,000 (villages)).

· FAP is the organisation formed from the Faringdon Healthcheck, which was part of the Countryside Agencies Market Towns Initiative programme, now run by SEEDA. 

· Faringdon was awarded Beacon Town status for its work on “business support” during 2003.

· Further information regarding ECOVAST can be found on www.ecovast.org or by contact Michael Dower on 01242 226511.

· Further information regarding FAP can be found on www.faringdon.org or by contacting Sarah Allen-Stevens on 07957 166854.

