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…continued from previous page

The full details of journeys are:

· Services which start and finish and run entirely within the Vale of White Horse District Council area 

· Single or return services between the Vale of White Horse District Council area and Oxford, including travelling on the Oxford Park and Ride and journeys within the boundary of Oxford City and to hospitals in Oxford
· Single or return journeys to Swindon and hospitals in Swindon; Didcot and Witney as long as the journey starts within the Vale area

Full details of eligibility are: 
· Everyone over the age of 60
· Blind or partially sighted 
· Profoundly or severely deaf
· A person without speech
· A person who has a disability, or has suffered an injury, which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to walk
· A person who does not have arms or has long-term loss of the use of both arms
· A person who has a learning disability, that is, a state of arrested or incomplete development of the mind which includes significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning
· A person who would, if they applied for the grant of a licence to drive a motor vehicle under Part III of the Road Traffic Act 1988, have his/her application refused pursuant to Section 92 of that Act (physical fitness)
· If the applicant is registered as Blind with Oxfordshire County Council and/or is a Wheelchair user, then a companion’s Bus Pass is available to enable a friend or carer to receive the half fare reduction while travelling with the applicant.

ENDS

For more information contact Nikki Malin on 01235 540376



VWHDC


Are You Entitled to Free Bus Journeys?


Vale residents are being urged to check if they are entitled to free bus journeys as part of a new scheme.





The Full-Fare Bus Pass scheme is available from the Vale of White Horse District Council to anyone who lives in the Vale and is over the age of 60 or has certain disabilities.





From 1 April holders are entitled to free bus journeys outside peak hours within the Vale; to designated towns outside the Vale; journeys within Oxford, including the Park and Ride service and travel to hospitals in Oxford and Swindon.





The scheme incorporates journeys after 9am and up to 11pm on weekdays, any time on a Saturday or Sunday and any time on English Bank Holidays.





Anyone currently part of a subsidised travel scheme with the District Council will receive written notification of the scheme but anyone outside of existing schemes who believes they are eligible is urged to contact the Council either online through the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk" ��www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk� or by phoning 01235 520202 ext 463 or visiting the Council offices in Abingdon, Wantage or Faringdon.





Around 29,000 people in the Vale are believed to be eligible for the scheme, which is part of the Council’s Assisted Transport concessions, all of which cost around half-a-million pounds.





Cllr Mary de Vere, Executive Member with Portfolio responsibility for Benefits, said: “This scheme is aimed at giving people a bit more freedom as well as promoting public transport.





“If anyone is in any doubt about whether they qualify for the scheme I would encourage them to check out the Council’s website which has full details.”





…More follows





























Vale of White Horse District Council


The Abbey House


Abingdon


OX14  3JE





Telephone 01235 540376


Email nikki.malin@whitehorsedc.gov.uk











