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PRESS RELEASE

Date: Thursday 26 August 2004

For Immediate Release

Oxfordshire Geology Trust launches its new Earth Heritage Trails Project

People are often unaware of the hidden story which lies beneath their feet.  It is a story that spans the time of dinosaurs, through the Ice Age and up to the present day.  Oxfordshire Geology Trust, the county’s only active geoconservation group, is launching a major new HLF funded project designed to bring this Earth Heritage to a wider audience.  Over the next 12 months, four trails will be designed which will demonstrate how the underlying geology has influenced the landscape and the development of local areas.  Each trail will be interpreted through a leaflet and an accompanying notice board and there will be guided walk around each trail during the project.  

Each of the trails will be a circular walk along public footpaths and will focus on local features of the landscape and geology including building stones, industry and ecology.  There will be at least one exposure of rock along each trail and in some cases there might even be the chance to see some fossils!  The trail guides and notice boards will include reconstructions of Oxfordshire’s past environments up to 200 million years ago.  

The four trail areas are – 

· Charlbury-Stonesfield: the site of the first described dinosaur in 1823

· Corallian Ridge: unique exposures of the Faringdon Sponge Gravels

· Greenhill Farm: local fossils tell us about past environments

· Oxford City: how local building stone was used to construct the city

The trails will be made available to the widest possible audience through our new interactive website.  People all over the world will be able to take virtual tours around Oxfordshire and learn about our county’s rich and varied Earth Heritage.  This mean that even those people who are unable to get out into the countryside will be able to benefit from the project.  

For further information please contact:

Jane Worrall 

Director

Oxfordshire Geology Trust

Email: contact@oxfordshirerigs.org

Tel: 01367 243 260
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