Two Ridgeway routes made easier for walkers – 29/5/08

Keen walkers now have two new options incorporating the famous Ridgeway route thanks to cash invested by Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service and its partners.
Two new Ridgeway circular walks in Oxfordshire have been established by Oxfordshire County Council and The Ridgeway National Trails Team, in partnership with local farmers and landowners and the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty office. 
The  walks use existing rights of way and have seen most stiles replaced with kissing gates,  bridges improved, steps constructed, as well as improved signing and waymarking. 
Where are the walks? 

· Circular walk 1 starts at the National Trust’s White Horse Hill car park then travels along The Ridgeway and down into the vale via the Britchcombe campsite to the White Horse pub at Woolstone, before returning to the start. 

· Circular route 2 starts at the Sparsholt Firs car parking area on The Ridgeway, heads down across the Devil's Punchbowl and Hackpen Hill area of access land to Letcombe Bassett, and on towards Letcombe Regis (with a short diversion to the Greyhound pub) before heading back via Segsbury Hill Iron Age Fort and The Ridgeway.    
The route information leaflets can be downloaded for free from The Ridgeway National Trail website at http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/Ridgeway/index.asp  
Who paid for the work? 

The work for the two routes, costing £7,000 in total, has been half funded by the North Wessex Downs Sustainability Fund. The remainder of the cost has been borne by Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service.
Iconic heritage 

Councillor Roger Belson, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development said: “The Ridgeway is an iconic part of our cultural heritage and it is really important that we make access to it as good as it can be. 
"These two circular walks will make it easier for people using the National Trail to access local facilities, such as pubs and accommodation, and it will be easier for people to use the Trail as part of a day out in Oxfordshire. We are very grateful to the local landowners for their co-operation, and to the North Wessex Downs AONB office for their grant support."
More information
For more information about The Ridgeway National Trail check their website at www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway
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