Community works together to cut dog mess 


Sept 2008
 
The residents of Grove have come together to try to stop dog fouling in the village.
 
Grove Dog Walkers, working alongside the Vale of White Horse District Council, Grove Parish Council, Grove Rugby Football Club and Grove Challengers Football Club have produced a leaflet highlighting responsible dog ownership, which will remind dog owners to clear up the mess that their dogs make.
 
The move comes following a series of complaints earlier in the year about dog mess on Grove Recreation Ground and Wasbrough Field, including the rugby and football pitches.  
 
The problem was causing great concern to those using the area, especially those playing rugby and football.  Not only is dog mess unpleasant, but it can also be a health risk.
 
After receiving the complaints, Grove Parish Council contacted the Vale’s Environment Wardens Colin Marshall and Sadie Broadbridge to find out what could be done about the problem.  
 
After the possibility of a dog ban was raised by the Parish Council, they were contacted by dog owners in the area who were concerned that the irresponsible actions of a small minority could lead to the danger of losing a much valued dog walking area.
 
The dog owners then formed the Grove Dog Walkers Group and had formal discussions with Grove Parish Councillors and the Vale’s Environment Wardens.
 
The group agreed that posters and leaflets highlighting the problem would be produced.  The posters highlight the fact that anyone caught allowing their dog to foul in the area will be fined £50, and the leaflets give tips on responsible dog ownership.   The Environment Wardens also agreed that they would step up their patrols of the area to try to catch those breaking the law.
 
The posters have been put up around the affected areas and the leaflets are due to be delivered to all homes in Grove.
 
Vale Environment Warden Sadie Broadbridge, said: “By working together the people of Grove will hopefully put a stop to dog fouling in the area, and ensure that dog owners, sports enthusiasts and many others can continue to use the recreational facilities for a long time to come.”
 
Anyone who the wardens catch breaking the law by not cleaning up after their dog could be served with an on-the-spot fixed penalty fine of £50. Repeat offenders could also face prosecution.
 
If you see someone fail to clean up after their dog, please make a note of the details and report it to the wardens by either calling 01235 520202 or emailing environmental.protection@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
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For more information please contact Gavin Walton on 01235 540376
